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PUBLIC TRUSTEE — INVESTIGATION 

462. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Attorney General: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the Attorney General acknowledge the seriousness of this matter; and, as 
the Auditor General’s report found today, what has the Attorney General actually done in the last five months, as 
a responsible minister, to alleviate these concerns? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
I am not an auditor and I am not a soothsayer. I do not have a crystal ball. It was the Auditor General’s task to 
conduct a performance audit. I cannot, in front of a performance audit result, say, “This is what we’ll do”. 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: What is that, over there? Can the member give me her helpful comment again? 
Ms M.J. Davies: Five months ago it was raised in this place with you. What have you done since then? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I told the opposition at the time what we would do: we would write to the Public Accounts 
Committee of this Parliament and ask it to have a look at it. The Public Accounts Committee has written back and 
said, “Hang on, Attorney; there is actually a performance audit being undertaken by the Auditor General.” It is not 
for the Attorney General to then barge in on the Auditor General and say, “Out of the way, Auditor General. We 
don’t want you looking at this because I’m about to do something within the office.” That is not the appropriate 
course of conduct for an Attorney General. We know that the Auditor General is in there, she has done a performance 
audit, and now she has recommended that the fee structure and the way that the Public Trustee operates on its fees 
as a self-funding agency needs review by the Under Treasurer, and we are happy with that. 

Visitors — Blue Sky Community Group 

The SPEAKER: Members, I would like to acknowledge, on behalf of the member for Bassendean, the staff and 
management committee of the Blue Sky Community Group. Welcome to the gallery this afternoon. 
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